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Abuse Hotline 
1-800-222-8000 

Jackson County CASA is a volunteer-powered organization that advocates for the abused and 
neglected children of our county.  We have an amazing group of dedicated volunteers that pro-
vide a voice for these children throughout the court process.  The statistics below are a credit to 
these wonderful men and women.  We would like to thank them for making a difference in the 
life of a child in need.   

 

 

Total number of active CASA Volunteers 

100 

 

Total number of CASA Volunteer hours contributed 

14749 

 

Total number of new CASA Volunteers trained for the year 

22 

 

Total number of cases served  

81 

 

Total number of children served by CASA Volunteers 

152 

 

Number of children whose cases were closed due to adoption 

13 

 

Number of children whose cases were closed due to  

placement with legal guardians 

9 

 

Number of children whose cases were closed due to reunification  

17 

 

Number of children whose cases were closed due to aging out of the system 

6 

 

Number of children whose cases were closed due to pre-adoptive placement 

3 
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County Conference's are held every six months to discuss and review the permanent plan of the child/children in foster care.  Your 
attendance and input is requested.  The review is NOT a court hearing, however, the testimony delivered during the conference 
will be provided to the Court to aid in making decisions about the Child’s best interest.  Please contact the CASA staff if you 
are not able to attend. 

Your Court date is very important.  Your presence is needed at all Court hearings.  However, if you are unavailable to attend, 
please contact the CASA office and provide an update of your case.   CASA staff will present your report to the Court.  Your input 
is essential.  Your child/children are counting on you to provide their voice in Court.  Please review the schedule 
carefully.  If you have any questions contact Amy or any staff for assistance.   

In–Service Dates for Volunteers 
To maintain your CASA standing you are required to complete 12 hours of In-Service training each year.   Be sure to 

include any completed In-Service hours on your monthly reports. We would like to discuss topics that would be beneficial to you.  

Please contact the CASA staff if you have special requests.  

April 4, Jackson County Board of Supervisors will proclaim the month of April as National Child Abuse Prevention 

Month.  The proclamation will be presented at their monthly meeting, held at the Jackson County Service Complex, 2915 Canty 

Street, Pascagoula.  The meeting begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room, #2031.  The staff, along with Judge Sigalas will 

be there to accept the proclamation.  We would like the community to see our army of volunteers that are fighting for the 

children who are victims of abuse in our own community.  Your attendance and support is encouraged.   Contact the 

CASA office if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

FROM NORTHEAST ALABAMA TO SOUTH MISSISSIPPI….  

Did you know that we have volunteers that live in Northeast Alabama?  Well, here is one of 

them.  Meet Terry Lee, Frances’ brother.  Many, many thanks to Terry for his kindness and 

generosity for cutting out our CASA dudes.  We are now well stocked and they are ready to 

paint, any volunteers?   

Please be on the lookout for a “Craft Day” in April for in-service opportunity.  The CASA staff 

will email you when the date is finalized.   
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 WHO AM I? 
 

I am an infant  
born in a world of sin 

But raised in a God-fearing home  
 

I am a child, 
with parents who 

Put God first, taught me values & morals 
And how to be kind to others. 

 
A child, who stepped from beyond the pew 

To be saved by His precious blood 
in a little country church 
Filled with love and grace 

 
I am a teenager, 

Thinking that the world was mine  
And just may revolve around me 

 
I am 17, 

I stand before the congregation giving my 
Testimony of my journey of somehow thinking 

I could do it on my own 
 

I am a young adult, 
College student, married and learning a new way of life. 

The gift of my children were to come 
Completing my family circle 

 
Years passed, I am an adult 

The anxieties of life flood my soul. 
My marriage, not the fairytale I thought it would be 
And my children are not so much “gifts” all the time 

So I am seeking refuge  
From the responsibilities of being an adult 

 
I continue my journey 

My children are grown with problems of their own 
My marriage ebbs and flows 

But I realize that there have been 
More happy times than bad 

 
Homes lost, financial ruin, 

Parents and dear loved ones 
have moved into their heavenly homes 

And yet, another season of life is yet to be learned 
 

I have reached middle aged now, 
At 53, I ask myself 

Who am I? 
 

As I reflect over the years past, I realize 
 

I am  
A child who was blessed with Godly parents,  

Who loved me and taught me about faith  
and God’s amazing grace.   

Their lives were an example to me that I  
Reflect on everyday 

They taught me how to live life, be kind to others  
and even how to say good-bye. 

 

I am 
A sister to my sister, Linda 

A sister to my brother, Terry 
They enrich my life daily 

And keep me focused on our family heritage 
Along with laughter and making priceless memories 

Together as we grow 
 

I am 
That child & teenager 

That grew through those seasons  
Thankful that God allowed me to “feel” every moment 

Whether right or wrong 
Because He knew how they would be used in the  

Future that lay before me 
 

I am 
A farm girl or as I like to say, simply Frances 

But, I am 
A person who has been in the dens with lions 

More times than I can count and 
A person who has held onto the rope of faith 

And even dangled by a string many times 

And through the grace of God, He seen me through 
 

I am  
A daughter of the Most High God, 

A child of our Lord and Savior 
A child that continues to face daily temptations 

With almost a transparency so that I may see the true colors 
Coming through 

 
A heart full of thankfulness 

For the family, friends and so many others 
That God placed so strategically in my life 

To shape me into who I am today 
 

Forever a child, I will be and I continue to 
Strive to be obedient  

Be kind to others 
And shine 

So that others may see 
Jesus 

Instead of me 
 

I AM  
ONE BLESSED CHILD 

A foundation from the beginning 
A loving family and a happy home 

Thank you sweet Jesus for loving me!   
 

Frances L. Allsup 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=happy+clipart&view=detailv2&&id=3B3184D9532AC4C6C85E0EA52AB6A549F591B798&selectedIndex=26&ccid=zNmWKbNp&simid=607988703689902281&thid=OIP.Mccd99629b369562bbcde500cf2f92530H0
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Goodbye Cynthia, Welcome Beth and Jamie  

United Way Pacesetters Project 

Our first United Way Pacesetters project is under way.  In the month of March CASA did “Popcorn & Coke” 

Wednesdays for a suggested donation of $2.00 for a bag of popcorn and a coke, diet coke or bottle water.  All proceeds 

will benefit United Way for Jackson & George Counties.  

 

CASA Mississippi State meeting in Hattiesburg 
Frances, Brenda & Adrian attended a CASA MS Meeting on March 9 on the beautiful campus of the University of Southern Missis-
sippi in Hattiesburg, MS.  There were 4 CASA Mississippi Programs in attendance for the planning meeting being led by Dr. John 
Wyble.  The purpose of the meeting was to make plans for the future of the CASA MS office.  Currently Frances is serving dual 
roles as CASA MS State Director as well as Executive Director for Jackson County CASA.  It was a very productive meeting and 
everyone in attendance is looking forward to seeing the state office begin to move in a positive direction.  

 

Social Worker Appreciation Month 

On Thursday, March 10, the CASA Staff delivered goodies to DHS in honor of Social 

Worker Appreciation Month.  March is designated as National Social Worker Month and 

we wanted to show our appreciation for the dedication and hard work that DHS social 

workers do to make a difference in a child’s life!  Thank you DHS!!   

 

MOVIE DAY 

Several volunteers joined the CASA Staff on a Friday morning Movie Day.  There were several requests for a second showing of 
“The Wolfpack”.  Everyone enjoyed popcorn and soda while the movie was in progress.  Movie Day is another opportunity for 
Volunteers to get in-service hours.  Please be on the look out for our next movie day and join us!! 

 

Hopping Party 
Our Annual Hopping Party was held on March 17.  We were so blessed by the overflow of Easter Baskets that were donated from 
several churches and members of our community.  A special thank you to Ocean Springs Church of Christ, St. James United 
Methodist Men and Women of Ocean Springs, Ridglea Heights Baptist Church, Megan Allen, Amanda Allen, Nancy Snodgrass, 
William & Jo Nix for your donation.  You keep making a difference, one child at a time!!   

 

 

 

 

FYI 

On Friday, March 11, 2016, in her own special way, Cynthia said her final good byes to the Jackson County 
Youth Court Staff.  Judge Sigalas emailed the Jackson County Staff and shared these words:  “She will be 
missed by all. Not only will we miss her knowledge of the ins and outs of the Youth Court and her steady 
hand at guiding us through adversity, but we will miss our friend. The one who had a listening ear for all, a 
shoulder to cry on through our own troubles and the one who was always giving to others in time of need. 
Her smiles and frowns will be missed! We closed a chapter of the Youth Court that started long before most 
of us arrived; let's show her that she taught us well and let's continue to work together to be the great place 
to work that Cynthia helped make it through her dedication.  Job well done CYNTHIA WILSON, enjoy your 
retirement, you earned it. “ 
 

We would also like to welcome Beth & Jamie as the new Youth Court Administrators.  They have acknowl-

edged that they have big shoes to fill and will do their very best in doing so!  Congratulations Beth & Jamie!   
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Spring Training Completed 
Our first Volunteer Training was held throughout the month of March.  The eight new Volunteer Advocates, along with two addi-

tional candidates from Harrison County CASA, arrived at Youth Court on the evening of March 3 to begin their training. We even 

had our very first  participant via Skype. 

The training was conducted by the CASA staff who were assisted by guest speakers and facilitators.  We would like to extend our 

sincere gratitude to those who participated in the training.  We were honored to have Judge Sharon Sigalas, Jamie Peoples and 

Marilyn Montgomery from Jackson County Youth Court.  Assisting the staff as guest facilitators were CASA Volunteers Paula Perry 

and Patty Waters.   

March 29 finally arrived and the candidates were finally ready for their big moment, Induction!  The courtroom quickly filled with 

special guests and family members to witness this special event.  The evening began as Adrian greeted the new volunteers and 

guests, thanking them for sharing this honor with the new volunteers and followed with inspirational words of prayer.  Frances 

Allsup, our Executive Director and Marilyn Montgomery, our Board President also addressed the group, providing words of thanks 

for supporting the new volunteers on their new journey.  Harrison County CASA Director Roy Kitchell expressed his thanks to 

Jackson County CASA ED and words of encouragement to the new volunteers.  Honorable Sharon Sigalas welcomed the new Vol-

unteer Advocates before administering the oath.  The new volunteers proudly stood before the Judge, faced their family and 

friends, raised their right hands and confidently repeated the oath.  This was indeed a proud moment for all.  Congratulations! 

We are delighted to welcome to the CASA family Nyka Barganier, Kerry Brink, Palma Chandler, Celena Hoover, Tiffany Kirkland, 

Sherita Knowles, Jane Magee and Megan Rogers.   

Also participating in training were Sera Chereskin and Joely White from Harrison County CASA.  Participating via Skype was Brent 

Broome from the provisional CASA program of Jones County.   

 

Sera Chereskin & Joely White 


